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MISSISSIPPI COMMISSION FOR VOLUNTEER SERVICE

I am extraordinarily excited about the life-changing work that 
our AmeriCorps members, volunteers, and staff do every day 
in Mississippi. I am thankful to our Board of Commissioners, 
especially Honorary Chair First Lady of Mississippi Elee Reeves, 
for continued support, dedication, and service to Volunteer 
Mississippi’s mission. Our amazing staff works every day to 
connect volunteers with opportunities and to ensure that the 
people of Mississippi are well-versed about how they can 
get involved in service to our great state. It’s a great day to 
volunteer in Mississippi!

Yours in Service,

Monica Ritchie
Executive Director

03

contact 
info
back cover



Dr. Rolando 
Herts, 
Cleveland

Rochelle 
Hicks, 
Jackson

Jennifer 
Hopping, 
Jackson

Corie Jones, 
Madison

Merracle 
Jordan, 
Southaven

Phillip 
Gandy, 
Decatur

Susan 
Garrard, 
Jackson

Aubrey Leigh 
Goodwin, 
Jackson

Lisa 
Grantham, 
Ridgeland

Perry Green, 
West Point

Chief 
Cyrus Ben, 
Choctaw

Victoria 
Blankenship, 
Madison

Owen Brown, 
II, Starkville

Becky Cade, 
Madison

Ashley 
Cannady, 
Jackson

First Lady 
Elee Reeves, 
Honorary 
Chair, 
Jackson

Mr. William 
“Quint” 
Withers, 
V, Chair, 
Jackson

Dr. Suzanne 
Bean, 
Vice Chair, 
Madison

Beth Fisher, 
2nd Vice 
Chair, 
Canton

Meredith 
Aldridge, 
Jackson

Mr. William “Quint” Withers, V

Mr. William “Quint” Withers, V

It has truly been a privilege to serve a second time as Volunteer 
Mississippi’s Board Chair.  From my years on Volunteer 
Mississippi’s Board of Commissioners as a Youth Commissioner 
to Board Chair, I hold in great respect Mississippians of all ages 
for their remarkable gift in giving back in service to improve 
lives and strengthen communities.  Your service challenges me 
daily to continue giving of myself to others.

To all of you known and unknown, thank you. Thank you for 
your service.  Thank you for challenging me. Thank you for 
believing in Volunteer Mississippi and supporting us to allow 
us to engage and support ALL Mississippians in service to their 
communities and make a real change in someone’s life.  Being 
of service to others is what brings us true joy and happiness.

In service, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

Quint Withers

Mr. William “Quint” Withers, V

FY 2022 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
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Budget Summary

Powell “Gee” 
Ogletree, 
Ridgeland

Mark Prine, 
Hattiesburg

Dr. Josie “Jo” 
Shumake, 
Columbus

Mayor 
Jimmie Smith, 
Meridian

Avery 
Mounger 
Lee, Special 
Assistant 
Attorney 
General, 
Jackson

Katherine 
Krehbiel, 
Ex-Officio 
AmeriCorps 
Representative 
Regional 
Office

Arledia 
Bennett

Marty 
Clapton

Mike Dixon Darryl 
Grennell

Katie Hood

Dr. Bridget 
Pieschel

Donna 
Stewart

OUTGOING FY 2022 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
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Commissioners’ 
orientation and 
swearing-in 
ceremony,
March 29-30, 
2022

The Board, comprised of twenty-five Commissioners 
appointed by the Governor, guides the work of this 
state agency and funding from AmeriCorps. These 
Commissioners are true volunteers; they make a 
powerful impact on the most critical issues facing 
Mississippi.



Budget Summary

Committed to giving back to her community and her fellow Mississippians, 
Elee volunteers her time to numerous charitable and civic organizations. 
Elee also gives back as a role model to future generations, mentoring 
girls and collegiate women. As a child, Elee joined Girl Scouts of Greater 
Mississippi, where she sharpened her leadership skills. She has been a Girl 
Scout Troop Leader for 22 years and served on the Board of Directors for 
Girl Scouts of Mississippi. In her role as First Lady, Elee has enjoyed reading 
in schools, promoting the importance of literacy for students of all ages. 
After the historic flooding in our state in 2020, Elee partnered with Keep 
Mississippi Beautiful to highlight the need of participating in community 
clean-up efforts to restore Mississippi’s natural beauty. 

“As First Lady and Honorary Chair for Volunteer Mississippi, I look forward 
to partnering with the Board of Commissioners to increase volunteerism 
across our state. Mississippi is comprised of selfless individuals who are 
committed to bettering our communities and lending a helping hand to 
our neighbors in need. The work done by Volunteer Mississippi and the 
Board of Commissioners is truly invaluable to people across our great 
state; I thank them for their continued commitment to serving others.”

HONORARY CHAIR

Honorary Chair 
First Lady of 
Mississippi 
Elee Reeves 
hosts Volunteer 
Mississippi 
Commissioners’ 
Reception at the 
Governor’s Mansion!

FIRST
LADY
ELEE
REEVES
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Loved partnering 
with First Lady of 
Mississippi Elee Reeves, 
Miss Mississippi 
Holly Brand, & Keep 
Mississippi Beautiful 
to create the first 
statewide day of 
service. 
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GOAL ONEGOAL ONE
PROMOTE,
INCREASE, AND
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YOU
THANK YOU
FOR YOUR
SERVICE

MATTER
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we love our 
volunteers
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volunteermississippi.org | 3825 Ridgewood Road, Jackson, MS 39211 | 601.432.6779 

NEWS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 28, 2022 

JACKSON, Miss. – Volunteer Mississippi and First Lady Elee Reeves honored the following 10 
individuals and organizations for their outstanding volunteer service at the Governor’s Initiative 
for Volunteer Excellence (GIVE) Awards: 

Margaret Arnold, Columbus 
Shyra Galloway, Wiggins 
Michael Brownlee, Oxford    
James Davis, Jackson 
Lakenya B. Evans, Cleveland   
Emily Fitzhugh, Biloxi 
Stewart McMillan, Tupelo    
Tammy Pierce, Byhalia 
Mississippi Coats 4 Kidz Volunteers, Batesville  
Gerald “Jerry” Schmuck, Gulfport 

Honorable mentions were given to the following individuals and organizations: 
Jacob Barrett Aldridge, Jackson  
Ronald Clayton, Hernando 
Delta Cotton Belles, Greenville  
Akeah Ronay Graham, Starkville 
Janie Harrison, Vicksburg  
Jourdan Hartshorn, Gulfport 
Brian Little, Crystal Springs 
Joyce Ricks, Meridian 

For more information about Volunteer Mississippi, please visit volunteermississippi.org. Find all 
Volunteer Mississippi news releases at volunteermississippi.org/news. 

### 

 

Media Contact: 

Public Relations Director 

press@volunteermississippi.org 

601-432-6779 | Office 
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Budget Summary

09

EXPAND AND
DIVERSIFY
AAmeriCorpsmeriCorps
PROGRAMS AND

INCREASE
MEMBERS SERVING

GOAL TWOGOAL TWO
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4
6

AmeriCorps federal funds

AmeriCorps operating programs

planning grants

450 opportunities to serve

O
V

ER
 

MILLION
$2.9

FY 2022 IMPACT AT A GLANCE
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pre-Kpre-K students for school and 

400
STUDENTSSTUDENTS

and
prepared 

OVEROVER

TUTORED OVEROVER

4,600

470
health education
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youth 
received
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LAND
acres of public

150Treated

OVER 
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INDIVIDUALS

hours of 
training and 
technical 
assistance
to over

340Provided

440
OVER 



OVER 

WORKFORCE
individuals to enter the

450
Prepared
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WE RISE TO 
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

MEET OUR
STATE’SSTATE’S
CHALLENGES
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Thank you 
to our 
partners 
in service

At Volunteer Mississippi, we care about YOU and want to engage 
and support ALL Mississippians in service to their communities. 
Join us and help connect volunteers with opportunities all over 
Mississippi so YOU can make a real change in someone's life! 
#VolunteerMS

volunteerms.org

https://volunteermississippi.org/


Volunteer Mississippi
3825 Ridgewood Rd
Jackson, MS 39211
volunteermississippi.org
info@volunteermississippi.org
601.432.6779
Toll-Free: 888.353.1793
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